THE STORY OF AMELIA

prison, relating to Mm as they went along, like Virgil to
Dante in the "Inferno," the history of each prisoner with
comment on the injustice of the penal code and the sad
condition of the courts. That man lying there almost
naked, with two or three scars on his forehead and one leg
gone, fought at Gibraltar. Months ago he was arrested on
the suspicion of stealing three herrings; and though the
court acquitted him of the offence, he must remain here
because he cannot pay the justice's fees. That old man and
that girl sitting there on the ground and supporting his
head in her lap are father and daughter. The girl was
sent here for stealing a loaf of bread; and her father for
receiving it, knowing it to be stolen. He is now, you see,
giving up the ghost; and there is no release for the girl,
for theft is a felony punishable by death. On the other
hand, that well-dressed man walking surlily by them was
indicted the other day for perjury against the life of an
innocent gentleman; but he expects to be bailed out in a
few hours; for perjury, you know, is only a misdemeanour,
punishable at most by transportation and usually not at all.
Scenes so depressing as these were lightened the next
day by an encounter with the beautiful and vivacious Miss
Mathews, an old friend of Booth's before lie courted and
won Amelia. She had been sent to prison on a charge of
murder, having stabbed with a penknife a lover who de-
serted her. As she was amply supplied with money by her
suitor Colonel James, she had a room apart, where she
entertained Booth for a week, not in perfect innocency,
while each, related to the other the story of their lives sub-
sequent to the days when they used to dance together in the
assemblies of a town down in the West. By her aid Booth
was released at an expense of nearly eighteen pounds, of
which the governor of the prison took five guineas, and the
rest went, according to the rules, to Justice Thrasher and
his clerk, to Mr. Gotobed the constable, the watchman who
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